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exas shooter was in domestic dispute 


U.S. to end 
protected 
status for 
Nicaraguans 


2,900 migrants given 14 
months to leave; decision 
on Hondurans deferred 


BY NICK MIROFF 


The Trump administration has 
given 2,500 Nicaraguans with pro- 
visional residency 14 months to 
leave the United States, announc- 
ing Monday that it will not renew 
the Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) designation that has al- 
lowed them to remain in the coun- 
try for nearly two decades. 

But the Trump officials de- 
ferred a decision for the much 
larger group of 57,000 Hondurans 
who have been living in the United 
States with the same designation, 
saying the Department of Home- 
land Security needed more time to 
consider their fate. 

The decision was likely to dis- 
please immigration hard-liners 
who have urged the administra- 
tion to end the TPS program on 
the grounds that it was never in- 
tended to bestow long-term resi- 
dency to those who may have en- 
tered the country illegally. The two 
groups were shielded from depor- 
tation after Hurricane Mitch hit 
Central America in 1998, and their 
TPS protections have been rou- 
tinely renewed ever since. 

Monday’s announcement was 
anxiously awaited by some 
200,000 Salvadorans and 50,000 

RESIDENCY CONTINUED ON A12 


WHITE HOUSE DEBRIEF 


Trump likes to 


remind sidekick 
Abe who’s 
the alpha male 


BY DAVID NAKAMURA 
IN TOKYO 


resident Trump was 
P reciting the sort of rote 

praise that leaders of 
allied nations heap on one 
another when he suddenly cut 
himself off during a joint news 
conference Monday with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe. 

“The Japanese people are 
thriving, your cities are vibrant, 
and you’ve built one of the 
world’s most powerful 
economies,” Trump said, before 
looking up from his prepared 
remarks. Turning his head to 
face Abe next to him, Trump ad- 
libbed: “I don’t know if it’s as 
good as ours. I think not, okay?” 
He emphasized the “okay” by 
drawing it out leadingly as a 
parent might with a child. 

“And we're going to try to 
keep it that way,’ Trump added, 
for good measure. “But you’ll be 
second.” 

Abe, listening to an 
interpreter through an 
earpiece, smiled and remained 
silent. But his face betrayed a 

DEBRIEF CONTINUED ON A13 


Modest changes to tax bill 

The Ways and Means Committee 
approves tweaks related to some 
income, school endowments. A3 


CAROLYN VAN HOUTEN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


“Most of our church family is gone,” said Sherri Pomeroy. Her daughter died in the shooting at First Baptist in Sutherland Springs, Tex. 


United in faith, families now joined by tragedy 


BY SAMANTHA SCHMIDT 


Three generations of the Hol- 
combe family had gathered at 
First Baptist Church in Suther- 
land Springs, Tex., on Sunday 
morning to worship. 

Bryan Holcombe, an associate 
pastor at the church, was walking 
up to the pulpit, preparing to 
address the congregation, when 


Devin Kelley began to spray bul- 
lets at the worshipers. 

Holcombe was killed in the 
gunfire, his parents said. His wife 
of about four decades, Karla Hol- 
combe, was killed, too, along with 
the couple’s 36-year-old son, 
Marc Daniel Holcombe. 

Marc Daniel had a 1-year-old 
daughter, Noah Holcombe. She is 
dead, too. 


Another son of Bryan and Kar- 
la, John Holcombe, survived, but 
his wife, Crystal Holcombe, who 
was pregnant, did not. 

Crystal had five children. 
Three of them — Emily, Megan 
and Greg — died. 

That’s eight members of the 
extended Holcombe family dead, 
in addition to the baby Crystal 

VICTIMS CONTINUED ON A7 


A violent past 

Devin Patrick Kelley had hurt 
people and animals years before 
the mass shooting. A8 


New gun laws unlikely 
Congress has yet to address 
“bump stocks” in the aftermath 
of the Las Vegas massacre. A6 


Firearms routinely carried 
In this small Texas town, the 
shooting seemed unlikely to 
change attitudes about guns. A7 


SHOULDN’T HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO BUY GUNS 


Air Force didn’t submit 
his conviction to FBI 


BY Eva RUTH MORAVEC 
AND MARK BERMAN 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEX. — 
The massacre of more than two 
dozen churchgoers — the young- 
est of whom was just 18 months 
old — occurred amid an ongoing 
“domestic situation” involving 
the gunman and his relatives, 
some of whom had attended the 
church, law enforcement officials 
said Monday. 

Also on Monday, the Air Force 
launched an 
internal review 
into why it 
failed to pro- 
vide key infor- 
mation to the 
FBI that 
should have 
prevented the 
attacker from 
purchasing 
firearms after 
he was discharged from the serv- 
ice. While in the Air Force, the 
gunman — Devin Patrick Kelley, 
26 — was convicted by a general 
court-martial on two charges of 
domestic assault, but the convic- 
tion wasn’t entered into a nation- 
al database, meaning he was able 
to pass background checks to pur- 
chase weapons and obtain jobs 
without raising red flags. 

While authorities have not 
publicly identified a motive for 
the attack, they emphasized that 
the shooting did not appear to be 
fueled by racial or religious is- 
sues, as has been the case with 
other rampages at U.S. houses of 
worship. Instead, they pointed to 
the gunman’s issues with his rela- 

SHOOTING CONTINUED ON A6 


Devin Patrick 
Kelley 


Okla. Democrats do something unusual: Win 


In a deep-red state where Trump is popular, they’re copying parts of his playbook 


BY ROBERT SAMUELS 


NORMAN, OKLA. — The newest 
state legislator in Oklahoma 
leaned over his bathroom sink, 
teasing his tousled hair to get that 
John F. Kennedy bouffant. The 
blue suit came from J.C. Penney 
and fit snugly; the tie was tied 
tight. 

“My hair keeps standing up be- 
cause I’m already sweating so 
much,” said Jacob Rosecrants, a 
39-year-old single father. “When 
you go campaigning, no one ex- 
pects you to look like this. But 
when you win, everyone expects 
you to look like this.” 

A month before, he was a mid- 
dle school geography teacher driv- 
ing a Chrysler PT Cruiser with no 
air conditioning, knocking on 
doors at the end ofa hot Oklahoma 
summer. Now, he is the poster boy 
for a national party desperate to 
rebuild its bench. 

Rosecrants is a Democrat who 
won in a district that is 60 percent 
Republican. He is one of three 
Democrats who have won GOP leg- 
islative districts in Oklahoma spe- 
cial elections in the months since 
President Trump won 65 percent of 
the vote in one of the country’s 
most conservative states. 

DEMOCRATS CONTINUED ON A4 


NICK OXFORD FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


Oklahoma state Rep. Jacob Rosecrants, a Democrat, won a special election in September, in a 
district that is 60 percent Republican, by presenting himself as a political outsider. 


Donors flood local elections 
Candidates, parties and outside 
groups test clout and messaging 
across the country. A9 


Doug Jones’s high-wire act 
The Democrat facing Roy Moore 
in Alabama’s Senate race tries 
to lure leery Republicans. A5 


Va. makes a statement 
Virginia is electing a governor, 
but interest in the race goes far 
beyond the commonwealth. B4 


For Hollywood’s 


image defenders, 
harassment furor 
shreds the script 


BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK 


When the Harvey Weinstein 
scandal reached a fever pitch last 
month, Ben Affleck’s handlers 
found themselves with a problem. 
It wasn’t just that Weinstein had 
helped launch Ben Affleck’s ca- 
reer in the 1990s with “Good Will 
Hunting” and “Shakespeare in 
Love,” or that the movie star had 
his own history of troubled rela- 
tionships with women, including 
an on-camera groping of an MTV 
host. 

The scandal was also coming 
just as Affleck prepared to hit the 
circuit for his role as Batman in 
one of the biggest movies of the 


year — November’s “Justice 
League” — which aims to make 
$1 billion globally. 


So Affleck and his team at the 
high-powered public relations 
agency Sunshine Sachs came up 
with a damage-control strategy, 
according to a person familiar 
with the matter, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity to de- 
scribe the plan. They posted a 
message on Facebook saying Af- 
fleck was “saddened,” “angry” and 

SCANDAL CONTINUED ON A15 


IN THE NEWS 


Missile fallout Questions about the aims of 
Saudi Arabia’s crown prince are raised after 
his nation accused Iran of possible “war.” All 


Targeting wildlife protections With a GOP 
Congress and president, a lawmaker is poised 
to undo the Endangered Species Act. A17 


errs 
HASSAN AMMAR/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


investigators. A3 


death penalty. A4 


to the Trump campaign, 
sent an email to aides 
describing “a private 
conversation” with a 
senior Russian official, 
according to records re- 
leased by congressional 


The Supreme Court 
reversed a lower court’s 
ruling that said a man’s 
lack of memory made 
him ineligible for the 


Administrator Scott 


THE NATION Pruitt named 66 agency 

The man accused of science advisers, includ- 

assaulting Sen. Rand ing some critics of the 

Paul (R-Ky.) in Bowling | EPA. A17 

Green might face more 

serious charges. A2 THE WO R LD 

Carter Page, an adviser As Russia marks the 
100th anniversary of the 


Bolshevik Revolution, 
the Kremlin’s selective 
approach to the coun- 
try’s turbulent history is 
evident. A10 

A Saudi crown 
prince’s apparent con- 
solidation of power risks 
exacerbating a cata- 
strophic humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen. All 


THE ECONOMY 
Disney’s talks with 


21st Century Fox over a 


potential sale of Fox as- Most Democrats run- 
sets hint at the size of ning for Maryland gov- 
the companies’ ambi- ernor say they won't 
tions and Disney’s plans | seek public matching 
for diversification. A14 funds. B1 

Despite its progres- Nannies, housekeep- 
sive facade, Hollywood | ers and home health- 
has failed to diversify care aides met in the 
the ranks of writers District to discuss strat- 
working for network egies for improving 


television shows, a re- 
port finds. A14 


Chipmaker Broadcom : 2 
made a $105 billion bid offering classes in spy- 
to buy Qualcomm in craft, with nearly 25 stu- 
what would be the larg- dents pursuing a certifi- 
est tachi takeover: Ais cate in intelligence stud- | BUSINESS NEWS 
: ies. B1 
A18 
THE REGION A D.C. Council mem- LOTTERIES.. 
Officials at three D.C. ber is pushing a plan to INSON Be 
colleges are warning allow individuals to do- WORLD NEWS n A10 
about the spread of nate many prescription 


mumps after several 
cases were confirmed in 


recent days. B1 


their work lives. B1 
Catholic University is 
one of several colleges 


drugs for use by needy 
patients. B5 
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HEALTH & SCIENCE 
In a word: Judged 
A woman has been 
mocked and insulted 
because she stutters. E1 


STYLE 

Raising the steaks 
As Trump expands his 
D.C. dining, our critic 
suggests a few spots. C1 
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